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EDMONTON
To: Hockey Edmonton Clubs, Districts, Operating Areas, Staff
From: Joe Spatafora, President
CccC: Hockey Alberta
Date: 3/23/2020

RE: Elite Hockey Update: Elite Boundaries

For some time, the matter of inequitable draw zones for elite (formerly AA) hockey in Edmonton has
been subject to review.

At our March 19, 2020 meeting the Hockey Edmonton Board of Directors approved recommendations of
the Elite Hockey Management Committee regarding boundaries (draw zones) for our male elite hockey
categories of play. Key aspects of the decision include:

> Knights of Columbus will now have defined territory, in the same manner as CAC, MLAC, and SSAC.
> Equitable draw zones for Elite Hockey (male AA and AAA teams). Specifically, in terms of:
o Registered players per draw zone
o Male athletes playing in Tier 3 and Higher in Atom through Midget divisions of play
> A commitment to review draw zones every two (2) seasons
> A onetime, transitional / grandfathering option for Edmonton resident players who played on an
Edmonton male Athletic Club team in 2019-20.

This memo provides Hockey Edmonton Board Members and Operating Area boards with an update on
the Hockey Edmonton Executive and Elite Hockey Management Committee’s efforts to meet Hockey
Alberta ADM’s recommendations to define equitable player draw boundaries for the 4 male athletic
clubs who operate AAA and also AA teams in Edmonton.

The new boundaries will apply for male AA / AAA categories and teams ONLY.

At this time, community hockey boundaries used by Districts and Operating Areas have not changed.

Following below is a summary of the rationale for the proposed boundaries and an explanation for why
they also apply to Peewee AA.
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Elite (AA/AAA) Boundaries

Inequitable draw zones and player registrations have hampered our four (4) male athletic clubs from
operating the same number of teams in each division and category of play as well as impacting
competitiveness, in part, given inequities in terms of size of player pools for some time. Inequitable
draw zones also create unequal opportunities for players striving to play AA and AA hockey and in effect
penalize players who happen to live within one of the larger current draw zones.

In the fall of 2018, the athletic club presidents agreed in principle on a few key concepts that would
allow for movement towards equitable draw zones for the clubs, specifically:

» The need to establish four distinct AA/AAA (or ‘club’) draw zones where KC Hockey would have defined
territory as opposed to a city-wide draw;

> That given Edmonton population dynamics that any new boundary system would be specific to Elite Hockey in
Edmonton. Likely, as in Calgary Elite Hockey, tradition will change, and Districts / Operating Areas may no
longer be aligned with a single Athletic Club;

» On arudimentary mapping of the city that would be subject to a rigorous review of registration data to ensure
that each boundary would reflect a reasonably similar number of total registrants and of similar caliber of
play; and

» On a commitment to review the draw zones every second season and modify as required to maintain
equitable draw zones

These four concepts were an integral component of the agenda report presented to and approved by
the Board on February 13, 2019.

Since then, drawing upon the learnings of two previous committees charged with elite committee
boundary review and discussion of some additional new concepts, the Elite Hockey Management
Committee determined the best option to move forward was to base boundaries on City of Edmonton
Communities / Neighborhoods as portrayed in the City of Edmonton Wards maps.

Total male registration numbers as well as male registration numbers for athletes in Atom through
Midget Tiers 3 and above were key parameters considered when developing the proposed equitable
draw zones for elite hockey. The formation of the new draw zones will achieve the first ADM directive of
creating equitable draw zones and position the committee and clubs to tackle the final requirement of
improving the feeder system.
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Transition / Grandfathering

To facilitate transition from our existing to new environments the Hockey Edmonton Board voted to
support the following recommendation of the Elite Hockey Management Committee.

A All players having been rostered to a Club team, including PWAA where applicable, and
living within the newly established boundary for that Club in 2020-21, will be obligated to
play for that Club.

B. All players having been rostered with a Club in 2019-20 but living outside the new
boundaries of that Club in 2020-21 must elect and declare if they wish to continue to play
for their 2019-20 Club. Such a declaration must be made in a form to be determined and be
made before May 1st, 2020. Failure to make a declaration will result in the player being
required to register for tryouts with the club within whose boundaries they now reside.

C. There will be no automatic sibling transition / grandfathering. Players entering the elite
system including PWAA and having a sibling or family member rostered with a Club, but
living outside that Club's boundary, may make application under the Player Movement
provisions of Hockey Edmonton, using that relationship as grounds for approval.

D. In subsequent years, should there be changes in boundaries of any or all of the Athletic
Clubs, transition / grandfathering provisions will be in the discretion of the EHMC.

Peewee AA Update

Two years ago, a sub-committee was struck to determine the best operational model for Peewee AA
hockey within Edmonton, in part given the emergence of the Hockey Alberta AA Model.

At the April 2019 General Meeting the board received the report of the committee and carried motions
where 2019-20 Peewee AA teams were to be formed and operated in the same manner in 2019-20 with
a full transition to Athletic Club operation in 2020-21.

SSAC and MLAC will transition to operation of Peewee AA in their clubs for the 2020-21 season (joining
CAC and KC who are currently operating in this manner) with players coming from the approved elite
hockey draw zones.

Peewee AA players who played for KC and CAC in 2019-20 are eligible for the transitional /
grandfathering provisions outlined above.

Peewee 1 through 6 will continue to be operated within the traditional community hockey model(s) with
players coming from the approved community hockey draw zones.
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Community Hockey

As stated previously, be assured that player registration and team formation in Initiation through Midget
Community Hockey programs operated by Districts and Operating areas are not affected by the changes
to the Elite Hockey Boundaries.

In most instances, relationships and processes such as player affiliation between Athletic Clubs and
Districts and Operating Areas become a little more complex.
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Appendix 1

Elite Committee Boundaries

District

Boundaries

Canadian Athletic Club

Aldergrove, Anthony Henday Big Lake, Belmead, Breckenridge Greens, Britannia
Youngstown, Callingwood North, Callingwood South, Cameron Heights, Canora,
Crestwood, Dechene, Donsdale, Edgemont, ElImwood, Enoch, Gariepy, Glastonbury,
Glenora, Glenwood, Granville, Grovenor, Hawks Ridge, High Park, Jamieson Place,
Jasper Park, Keswick Area, Kinglet Gardens (Rural West Big Lake), Kinokamau Plains
Area, La Perle, Laurier Heights, Lewis Farms , Lymburn, Lynnwood, Mayfield, Mcnamara
Industrial, McQueen, Meadowlark Park, Mistatim Industrial, North Glenora, Oleskiw,
Ormsby Place, Parkview, Patricia Heights, Place Larue, Potter Greens, Quesnell Heights,
Rio Terrace, River Valley Cameron, River Valley Capitol Hill, River Valley Glenora, River
Valley Laurier, River Valley Lessard North, River Valley Oleskiw, River Valley
Windermere, Riverview Area, Rosenthal, Secord, Sherwood, Starling, Stewart Greens,
Stillwater, Suder Greens, Summerlea, Terra Losa, The Hamptons, The Uplands,
Thorncliff, Trumpeter , Webber Greens, Wedgewood Heights, West Jasper Place, West
Meadowlark Park, Westridge, Westview Village, Windermere, Windermere Area,
Winterburn Industrial Area West.

Maple Leaf Athletic Club

Abbottsfield, Allendale, Anthony Henday Clareview, Anthony Henday Energy Park,
Anthony Henday Horse Hill, Argyll, Aspen Gardens, Aster, Avonmore, Bannerman,
Beacon Heights, Belgravia, Belmont, Bergman, Beverly Heights, Bisset, Brintnell, Canon
Ridge, Capilano, Charlesworth, Clareview Town Centre, Coronet Industrial, Crawford
Plains, Daly Grove, Decoteau, Decoteau North, Duggan, Eastgate Business Park, Ebbers,
Edmonton Energy And Technology Park (Rural North East North Sturgeon), Edmonton
South East, Ekota, Ellerslie, Ellerslie Industrial, Empire Park, Evergreen, Fraser, Fulton
Place, Gold Bar, Gorman, Grandview Heights, Greenfield, Greenview, Hairsine,
Hazeldean, Hillview, Homesteader, Jackson Heights, Kameyosek, Kenilworth, Kernohan,
King Edward Park, Kiniski Gardens, Kirkness, Lambton Industrial, Lansdowne, Larkspur,
Laurel, 1lee Ridge, Lendrum Place, Malmo Plains, Maple, Maple Ridge, McKernan,
Menisa, Meyokumin, Meyonohk, Michaels Park, Mill Woods Park , Mill Woods Town
Centre, Minchau, Montrose, Newton, Ottewell, Overlanders, Parkallen, Pleasantview,
Pollard Meadows, Queen Alexandra, Richfield, Rideau Park, Ritchie, River Valley Gold
Bar, River Valley Hermitage, River Valley Rundle, River Valley Whitemud, Royal Gardens,
Rundle Heights, Rural North East Horse Hill, Rural North East South Sturgeon, Rural
South East, Sakaw, Satoo, Sifton Park, Silver Berry, Summerside, Tamarack, Tawa,
Terrace Heights, The Orchards At Ellerslie, Tipaskan, Tweddle Place, Walker, Weinlos,
Westbrook Estates, Wild Rose.
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District

Boundaries

South Side Athletic Club

Allard, Ambleside, Anthony Henday South, Anthony Henday South
Blackburne, Anthony Henday South West, Anthony Henday Terwillegar,
Bearspaw, Blackburne, Blackmud Creek, Blackmud Creek Ravine, Blue
Quill, Blue Quill Estates, Brander Gardens, Brookside, Bulyea Heights,
Callaghan, Carter Crest, Cashman, Cavanagh (Heritage Valley Area),
Chappelle Area, Desrochers Area, Ermineskin, Falconer Heights,
Glenridding Heights, Graydon Hill, Haddow, Hays Ridge Area, Henderson
Estates, Hodgson, Keheewin, Leger, MacEwan, MacTaggart, Magrath
Heights, Ogilvie Ridge, Paisley, Ramsay Heights, Rhatigan Ridge, Richford,
River Valley Fort Edmonton, River Valley Terwillegar, Rutherford,
Skyrattler, South Terwillegar, Steinhauer, Sweet Grass, Terwillegar
Towne, Twin Brooks, Whitemud Creek Ravine South, Whitemud Creek
Ravine Twin Brooks

Knights of Columbus Athletic
Club

Albany, Alberta Avenue, Anthony Henday Castledowns, Anthony Henday
Energy Park, Anthony Henday Lake District, Anthony Henday Rampart,
Athlone, Balwin, Baranow, Baturyn, Beaumaris, Belle Rive, Bellevue,
Belvedere, Blatchford Area, Bonnie Doon, Boyle Street, Caernarvon,
Calder, Canossa, Carleton Square, Carlisle, Casselman, Central
McDougall, Chambery, Cloverdale, Cromdale, Crystallina Nera West,
Cumberland, Cy Becker, Delton, Delwood, Dovercourt, Downtown,
Dunluce, Eastwood, Eaux Claires, Edmonton Northlands, Elsinore,
Evansdale, Forest Heights, Garneau, Garrison, Glengarry, Goodridge
Corners, Griesbach, Highlands, Hollick-Kenyon, Holyrood, Hudson,
Idylwylde, Inglewood, Kensington, Kildare, Kilkenny, Killarney, Klarvatten,
Lago Lindo, Lauderdale, Lorelei, Matt Berry, Mayliewan, McCauley,
McConachie Area, McLeod, Miller, Northmount, Oliver, Oxford, Ozerna,
Parkdale, Pembina, Prince Charles, Prince Rupert, Queen Mary Park,
Rapperswill, River Valley Highlands, River Valley Kinnaird, River Valley
Riverside, River Valley Walterdale, Riverdale, Rossdale, Rosslyn, Rural
North East North , Sturgeon, Schonsee, Sherbrooke, Spruce Avenue,
Strathcona, Strathearn, University of Alberta, University of Alberta Farm,
Virginia Park, Wellington, Westmount, Westwood, Windsor Park,
Woodcroft, York.
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Elite Committee Boundary Map

Boundary Map - Revision Version #3
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